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From The President 
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt 

USN (Ret.) 

President’s Message 
     Greetings: As promised in my last 
President’s Message to the North Car-
olina Council of Chapters membership, 
I’ll start by sharing my observations 
from the 4th Quarterly Meeting held 
November 17-18, 2017 at Fort Bragg 
under the sponsorship of the Cape 
Fear Chapter, COL Juan Chavez, Presi-
dent. At my final opportunity to serve 
as your President, Juan made the 
quarterly event memorable by hosting 
a wonderful Friday evening buffet at 
the Iron Mike Conference Center on 
Fort Bragg in Fayetteville, NC. The 
evening’s program was highlighted by 
the performance of the 82nd Airborne 
All American Chorus that sang several 
very patriotic numbers, three of which 
can be viewed on our NCCOC website 
at http://www.moaa-nc.org/
detail.php?
thiscat=_photos&item=1511289185. 

Not being familiar with “Blood Upon 
the Risers,” I was very intrigued in see-
ing so many in the audience partici-
pating in that melody, obviously due 
to their own 82nd airborne prior ser-
vice time…very impressive! Also im-
pressive were the remarks made by 
Major General James E. Kraft, Jr., Depu-
ty Command General United States Ar-
my Special Operations Command 
(Airborne). All in all, it was a most enjoy-
able evening and I thank COL Chavez 
and the entire Cape Fear Chapter mem-
bership for being such great hosts!  

     On Saturday, I had the special 
pleasure of installing the incoming 
2018-2019 NCCOC officers that includ-
ed: President David Lee, CAPT, USNR 
(Ret.), 1st VP COL Jim Brumit, USA 
(Ret), 2nd VP CDR Ron Wilsbach, USN 
(Ret), 3rd VP Lt Col Greg Chase, USAF 
(Ret), Treasurer LTC Gary Marlar, USN 
(Ret.) and Secretary CDR Carol Aljets, 
USNR, (Ret). Although Greg Chase was 
unable to be present for the installa-

Reminder: 
Make a reservation with 
the Central Carolina 
Chapter for the 1st 
Quarter NCCOC Meeting 
Dinner...do it today! 

mailto:mailto%20www.moaanc.org
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1511289185
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1511289185
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1511289185
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The President’s Message 
(continued from page 1) 

tion, I know from information that David has 
already been sharing that he is well involved in 
planning going forward and will be actively en-
gaged in support of the Council…look to the 
Council website at http://www.moaa-nc.org/
detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1511292715 
to see photographs from the meeting.  
     Where to continue?? I hesitate to make this, 
my last message in our NCCOC “Council Com-
ments” newsletter, simply a regurgitation of 
the many things that made 2016-2017 mean-
ingful to me as Council President. Over that 
two-year period, we had eight excellent council 
activities at quarterly meetings which included 
our statewide convention that was attended by 
over 60 council officers, board members, presi-
dents and chapter members from half of the 
state chapters. We were treated to four won-
derful days in Williamsburg thanks to Hurri-
cane Maria that ensured the weather was a 5-
star performance (in the vernacular of MOAA 
awards!) The highlight of the meeting was the 
attendance by Lt Gen Dana Atkins, MOAA Pres-
ident as our guest and keynote speaker. Gen-
eral Atkins also made presentations of the 4- 
and 5-Star Level of Excellence awards to the 
Council and 10 chapters. I’m sorry that more of 
our state chapters were unable to join us, but 
as previously shared on our website, there are 
pages full of information and photographs 
from the convention that can be viewed begin-
ning at http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?
thiscat=_photos&item=1506007178. I want to 
encourage everyone to keep 2019 in their 
planning calendar and share ideas with David 
Lee on how to celebrate “Never Stop Serving” 
for our next convention!  
     As outgoing NCCOC President I’ll be continu-
ing to maintain my own commitment to serv-
ing the Council as “Immediate Past President” 

but also in my on-going role as website manag-
er for www.moaa-nc.org. I shared several re-
minders with currently serving chapter presi-
dents, as well as a charge to pass along the 
guidance to their newly appointed reliefs, in-
formation on ways to capitalize on support to 
North Carolina’s 1600 + MOAA members via 
our website and Council newsletters, plus the 
importance of an e-newsletter presence. I 
want everyone to know that I stand ready to 
provide on-going support in helping chapters 
to stand up their own resources in these three 
areas to make our Council’s activities a “value 
added” part of MOAA membership. As known 
to national, total membership is reported to be 
355,000 members, but less than 50,000 belong 
to chapters! As part of our effort to support 
David Lee as he continues the important work 
on state membership in the coming years, we 
MUST increase that number to be a force as 
part of the nation's largest and most influential 
association of military officers and a powerful 
force speaking for a strong national defense 
plus representing the interests of military offic-
ers and their families at every stage of their 
careers.  
     Finally, I want to return to a promise made 
in the last edition of “Council Comments” and 
that is to extol both the service and commit-
ment of the officers that were part of my sup-
port team in 2016-2017. While I want to recog-
nize CAPT David Lee, COL Harley Ellinger, COL 
Gary Marlar, Lt Col George Brudzinski and CDR 
Carol Aljets for their collective efforts that 
made my role as President a rewarding job, I 
would be especially remiss if I didn’t call out 
two persons for “duty above and beyond!” 
Those two individuals would be COL Jeri Gra-
ham, Immediate Past President and Lt Col  
George Brudzinski, Treasurer...Jeri, as no doubt

http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1511292715
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1511292715
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1506007178
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_photos&item=1506007178
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known to everyone in the North Carolina Coun-
cil, is a long-standing and ever-present force for 
a host of work as a legislative powerhouse with 
the Federal Retiree Task Force, the North 
Carolina Veterans Council and the 4th Branch. 
Jeri is not stepping aside from continuing to 
work legislative issues on our behalf, but I must 
commend her for helping me to work the 
system during the last two years.  

     In the case of Lt Col Brudzinski, George 
brought years of expertise in financial manage-
ment to the NCCOC based on his past famil-
iarity with QuickBooks in prior business, and 
kept the Council up to speed with all things 
money! He was especially instrumental in help-
ing to keep the 2017 statewide convention 
effort on track by his recording of expenses to 
the penny that helped me to sleep better all 
the way to the end of my tenure!  Thank you, 

George, and I’m confident that Gary Marlar will 
also be extremely thankful to George as he 
steps in to fill the shoes of the Treasurer as part 
of David Lee’s team.  

     In closing, it would be impossible to keep 
this column short enough so as not to make 
the newsletter too long.  However, I want to 
single out Mark Beymer as newsletter editor, 
Carole Ivey as Surviving Spouse representative 
and Joe Cansler as Executive Committee Chair, 
to name but a few. I’m hopeful that although 
I’m not listing each of our serving chapter 
presidents, they know that I am grateful for 
their support and dedication to the North 
Carolina Council of Chapters, the Military 
Officers Association of America and all of our 
veterans – serving, retired, Guard and Reserve 
and surviving spouses.  Kudos to all!!!

Our end of November Chapter Recruiting 2017 report shows that our councils and chapters 
have recruited 1,249 new monetary incentive qualified chapter members.  Your continued 
support and due diligence has helped us move closer to our annual goal of 2,500 new chap-
ter members with one month left to go before we close out 2017.  Congratulations!   
     The deadline /close-out for 2017 Chapter Recruiting new member gains is December 
29th.  Please continue to report your new member gains as soon as possible.  The end of No-
vember Recruitment Tracker will be posted by the end of the day Recruitment Tracker Re-
port 
     In January 2018, designated chapter personnel (Chapter president and Chapter member-

ship Chair) will be able to access the MOAA database to update their roster infor-

mation.  This access will allow you to update Officer Forms and add new members to your 

roster.  You will no longer be required to submit rosters to our office.  More detailed infor-

mation and training will be available in January.    

Chapter Recruiting 

https://fs20.formsite.com/moaaweb/2013ChapterRecruiting/secure_index.html
http://www.moaa.org/uploadedFiles/Content/Chapters_and_Councils/RecruitmentTrackerReport_12-17-15.pdf
http://www.moaa.org/uploadedFiles/Content/Chapters_and_Councils/RecruitmentTrackerReport_12-17-15.pdf
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The keynote speaker for the 
dinner was Major General 
James E. Kraft, Jr., Deputy 
Command General United 
States Army Special Opera-
tions Command (Airborne). 
COL Chavez (President, 
Host Club) is pictured 
(lower right photograph) 

Colors were presented by 
the Fayetteville Westover 
High School JROTC de-
tachment (upper right 
photograph). 

CAPT Ehrhardt is pictured 
(lower right) pinning the 
Council Presidents pin on In-
coming President CAPT Da-
vid Lee at the Officer Installa-
tion Ceremony. 

Outgoing NCCOC President 
Captain Doug Ehrhardt, USN, 
Ret., administers the oath of 
office to the new Council of-
ficers, (shown L to R): 2nd VP 
CDR Ron Wilsbach, USN, 
Ret., 1st VP COL Jim Brumit, 
USA, Ret., Secretary CDR 
Carol Aljets, USN, Ret., Presi-
dent CAPT David Lee, USNR, 
Ret. and Treasurer LTC Gary 
Marlar, USA, Ret. Not shown 
was 3rd VP Lt Col Greg 
Chase, USAF, Ret. 

http://www.moaa-nc.org/pop.php?thiscat=_photos&fo=_HbG/_photos/1511289185&fi=secondary.jpg&cid=1511289185&ti=North+Carolina+Council+of+Chapters+4th+Quarterly+Meeting+November+17-18%2C+2017
http://www.moaa-nc.org/pop.php?thiscat=_photos&fo=_HbG/_photos&fi=1121-4433.jpg&cid=1511289185&ti=North+Carolina+Council+of+Chapters+4th+Quarterly+Meeting+November+17-18%2C+2017
http://www.moaa-nc.org/pop.php?thiscat=_photos&fo=_HbG/_photos/1511292715&fi=secondary.jpg&cid=1511292715&ti=Installation+of+new+NCCOC+Council+Officers+November+18%2C+2017
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First Quarterly NCCOC Meeting Information: 
Lodging, Meeting and Meals 

 The Central Carolina Chapter of MOAA welcomes you to Salisbury.  We hope your visit here 
for the 1st Quarter 2018 Meeting of Military Officers Association (MOAA) NC Council of Chap-
ters (NCCoC) is pleasant and productive.  Logistics have been set up for your comfort and con-
venience.  If you have special needs or questions, please contact a member of the chapter, 
listed below.  

Lodging: A block of 25 rooms has been set up at the Hampton Inn, 1001 Klumac Road Salis-
bury for Friday night, 23 February.  Call 704-637-8000 and ask for the Military Officers Associa-
tion (MOA) block of rooms.  Or use the Online Reservation Link :  Reservation 

A special rate of $99 has been negotiated.  This block of rooms will be available until 29 Janu-
ary.  The Hampton Inn is conveniently located at I-85 exit 75 and Jake Alexander Blvd  

Social and Dinner Meeting: Friday evening 23 February, social begins at 6:00pm at Trinity 
Oaks, 820 Klumac Road, (704) 636-1002.  We will be in the upstairs in the Special Events 
Room.  Trinity Oaks is just across Jake Alexander Boulevard from the Hampton Inn.  Dinner 
will follow at 7:00 pm.  Please complete the Dinner Reservations Form by 10 February and re-
turn it as instructed.    

NC Council of Chapters Meeting: The Saturday the business meeting will take place in Special 
Events Room, the same location as Friday evening’s activities.  We will begin promptly at 8:30 
AM. Coffee, tea and water with fruit and pastries will be available in the meeting room.  

Additional Information: Spouse’s activities will be communicated separately.  Historic Salis-
bury and Rowan County offer many opportunities. The schedule and agenda for the Friday 
afternoon Council Executive Committee meeting and Council Board meeting will be promul-
gated by the meeting leaders.  

Sincerely, 

Gary Mark  

LTC Gary Applewhite, USA, CPT Mark Beymer, USMC 

2018 Chapter President 2017 Chapter President  

Contact Information:   

Hampton Inn, Salisbury 704-637-8000 LCDR Bob Loeblien 704-636-4766   

Trinity Oaks  704-636-1002    CPT Mark Beymer 704-310-0978   

CAPT David Lee 704-232-2832   LTC Gary Applewhite 704-636-7858 

http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/S/SLBJAHX-MOA-20180223/index.jhtml
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First Quarterly NCCOC Meeting Information 
Dinner Reservation Form 

DINNER RESERVATION FORM  
1st Quarter 2018 Council of Chapters Meeting 

Salisbury, NC  

Friday Evening Dinner: 23 February Dinner will be at Trinity Oaks, 820 
Klumac Road, (704) 636-1002.  Social begins at 6:00pm and dinner at 7:00pm. 
The event will be in the upstairs in the Special Events Room.  Trinity Oaks is just 
across Jake Alexander Boulevard from the Hampton Inn.  Dress is coat and tie for 
the gentlemen and similar attire for the ladies.  

Return this form by mail or email before 10 February 2018: LCDR Bob 
Loeblein; Phone 704-636-4766; 702 Hidden Creek Circle Salisbury, NC, 28147; 
rtloeblein@gmail.com  

Name of delegate___________________________________________________ 

MOAA Chapter____________________________________________________ 

Branch of Service________________________________ Rank _____________ 

Phone number___________________________ Email address______________ 

Name desired on name badge_________________________________________ 

Name of spouse____________________________________________________ 

Name desired on name badge__________________________________________ 

Friday Dinner  Make check to Central Carolina MOAA, mail to Bob Loeblien. 

 # of Buffets ____ X $30.00 = _____   Total enclosed: __________ 

Vegetarian?_____________ Special Dietary Needs________________________ 

Comments: 
_________________________________________________________________

mailto:rtloeblein@gmail.com
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Fourth Quarterly NCCOC Meeting Information 
Lodging Site:  Hampton Inn 

https://bpprodstorage.blob.core.windows.net/bpprodcontainer/608145/images/4cd2f893-ff65-4c52-88f8-765b5eaf2375Exterior twilight-slbjahx.jpg


North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

113 S. Milford Drive 

Salisbury, NC 28144 

Address Correction Requested 

      Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published four to six times per year.  A current issue 
of the newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chap-
ters website, www.moaa-nc.org. Anyone wishing to receive this news-
letter by e-mail may do so by contacting us using the “Contact Us” link 
on the website, www.moaa-nc.org/contact.php.  
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